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More recently, they said, the CPI’s former State se-
cretary, the late Kanam Rajendran, had pushed
the delicate subject in the party’s apex commit-
tees. The CPI was aware that its rank and �le were
not impervious to the social ills gripping bourge-
oise society, including caste and religion-related
identity politics. The CPI could ill-a�ord to allow
such tendencies to dilute the spirit of proletarian
internationalism. Hence, it has counselled the
rank-and-�le against backsliding into “narrow-
minded casteism and other revanchist
tendencies.”

Another CPI leader said the party has coun-
selled its members against holding o�cial posi-
tions in caste-based social organisations.

However, the CPI has advised the rank-and-�le
to strengthen bonds with di�erent sections of the
population as part of its commitment to the mass-
es. It has also counselled party members against
illegal wealth amassment and corruption. The CPI
has also made it incumbent on party members to
inform their respective units about their wealth
status. The CPI aspired to reinforce working-class
support by rea�rming the party’s communist va-
lues. Leaders said the party’s revived emphasis on
socialist ideals and values was also part of an in-
ner-party initiative to help the organisation over-
come its political and ideological weaknesses,
which had crept in over the decades.

Drug-impaired behaviour
anti-communist: CPI
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W
ayanad district
emerged cham-
pions for the

second consecutive time
scoring 47 points at the
sixth State-level BUDS Ka-
lolsavam Thillana that con-
cluded here on Friday. Thi-
ruvananthapuram district
secured the second posi-
tion with 27 points, fol-
lowed by Thrissur district
with 25 points. 

Although Thiruvanan-
thapuram was leading on

the �rst day, Wayanad
overtook them in the even-
ing itself and maintained a
clear lead until the �nal
moment. 

The Wayanad district
team returned with the ex-
citement of successfully re-
taining the championship
title they had won the pre-
vious year.

Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairy Develop-
ment J. Chinchurani, who
inaugurated the closing ce-
remony, distributed prizes
to the winning districts. 

Wayanad district, the

champions, received a tro-
phy and a cash prize of ₹5
lakh. 

Thiruvananthapuram
district, the runner-up, re-
ceived a trophy and a cash
prize of ₹3 lakh and Thris-
sur district received a tro-
phy and a cash prize of ₹2
lakh. 

The Minister said the
arts fete has become a plat-
form for diverse arts and is
an example of the govern-
ment’s far-sighted initia-
tives to nurture the artistic
abilities of di�erently abled
children.

Wayanad retains
championship at
BUDS school fest

Winners all: The team from Wayanad that won the overall championship in the State BUDS School Arts

Festival in Kollam on Friday. C. SURESHKUMAR 

Thiruvananthapuram comes second with 27 points, followed by 

Thrissur with 25 points. Minister J. Chinchurani distributes prizes 

The Hindu Bureau

KOLLAM

SciNQuest, a two-day Na-
tional Science Olympiad
which shares innovative
ideas and knowledge in the
�eld of science and tech-
nology, began at Amrita on
Friday.

Organised under the
leadership of the Amrita
School of Physical Scienc-
es, the olympiad was in-
augurated by A. Rajarajan,
Director of the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre SHAR
(SDSC-SHAR), Sriharikota. 

The two-day event in-
cludes national-level quiz
such as Brain Quest and
Math Quest, led by quiz-
master Snehaj Srinivas, as
well as workshops, lec-
tures, exhibitions, and a
science expo. 

The inaugural ceremo-
ny was held on Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham’s
Amritapuri campus.

The closing ceremony,
scheduled for the second
day at Amritapuri, will be
inaugurated by A.K. Ash-
raf, Deputy Director of IS-
RO.

Science
olympiad
at Amrita 
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St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathe-
dral at Puthiyakavu in Ma-
velikara is set to unveil
three more oil paintings of
the Malankara Pally Yo-
gams held in 1754, 1769,
and 1818.

The paintings will be un-
veiled at a function to be
held at the church at 2. 30
p.m. on Sunday. Avittam
Tirunal Adithya Varma,
Catholicos of the East and
Malankara Metropolitan
Baselios Mar Thoma Math-
ews III, and others will at-
tend the function. On the
occasion, Congress leader
Ramesh Chennithala will
release a book titled Mave-
likarayum Padiyolakalum.

The Malankara Pally Yo-
gam, a representative body
comprising priests and lay
members from each parish
in Malankara, held ulti-
mate authority over the
Syrian Christians of Kerala,
overseeing all their spiri-
tual, temporal, and sacra-
mental a�airs. Four impor-
tant yogams among them
were held at Mavelikara
between 1754 and 1836.

An illustration depicting
the Malankara Pally Yogam
held in 1836, which decid-
ed to formally cut all rela-
tions with the Anglican
missionaries, was opened
to the public in 2023. Its
decision is popularly
known as the ‘Mavelikara
Padiyola’. 

The 1754 yogam was
held to settle the dispute
between the then Malanka-
ra Metropolitan Mar Tho-
ma V and foreign bishops.
In 1769, the pally yogam
partially accepted the West
Syriac liturgical traditions.
The 1818 yogam dismissed
the demand of the British
missionaries to accept An-
glican liturgy by the Malan-
kara Church as o�cial one. 

Before the divisions

All four yogams were held
at Mavalikara before the di-
visions occurred within the
Syrian Christians.

According to church of-
�cials, the paintings were
not merely created to dep-
ict meetings and partici-
pants. They were thought-
fully crafted with careful
attention to culture, sea-
son, time, and social con-
text. Extensive research

was undertaken to ensure
historical accuracy. The
costumes, vestments, and
hairstyles of the Syrian
Christian clergy and laype-
ople from that era were
meticulously captured,
along with the stage deco-
rations and lighting, all of
which were carefully
considered.

The portraits were done
by a team of artists led by
V.M. Jijulal under the tutel-
age of historian and re-
searcher M. Kurian Tho-
mas. They were guided by
theologian and painter Fr.
K.M. George.

Recently, Fr. Aji Thomas
Karattil, vicar, St. Mary’s
Orthodox Cathedral, re-
ceived the paintings from
Mr. Jijulal in the presence
of Simon Varghese Kom-
basseril, Fr. Baiju Tham-
pan, G. Koshy Thundupa-
rambil, V. T. Shinemon.

Paintings depicting Malankara
Pally Yogams to be unveiled 
The Hindu Bureau
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Fr. Aji Thomas Karattil, vicar, St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral,

Mavelikara, and other church o�ice-bearers receiving the Pally

Yogam paintings from artist V.M. Jijulal and historian and researcher

M. Kurian Thomas. SPECIAL ARRAGEMENT

The Alappuzha district
panchayat will organise a
mega job fair at SD College,
Alappuzha on February 1.

It will be inaugurated by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan. The job fair is organ-
ised as part of the local bo-
dy’s Vijnana Alappuzha
project, which it launched
last year. 

The project aims to pro-
vide employment to edu-
cated unemployed in the
district.

Alappuzha district pan-
chayat president K.G. Ra-
jeshwari said the goal was
to provide employment to
25,000 jobseekers in the
district within six months. 

Mega job fair
in Alappuzha
on Feb. 1 
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